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Table 4. List of interviewees

Interviewee Position Date Place Interviewer

Alina Frolova Advisor to Deputy Minister, 
Strategic Communication 
Specialist, Ministry of Defence of 
Ukraine/ Ministry of Information 
Policy of Ukraine

26.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Dr. habil. 
Mykhailo 
Minakov

Associate Professor, University 
of Kyiv-Mohyla;
Editor-in-chief, Ideology and 
Politics Journal;
President, Foundation for Good 
Politics;
Director of Krytyka Institute

26.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Anna 
Honcharyk

International Outreach 
Coordinator, Ukraine Crisis 
Centre

26.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Dmytro 
Kuleba

Ambassador-at-Large, Ministry 
of Foreign Aff airs of Ukraine

27.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov
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Interviewee Position Date Place Interviewer

Tetyana 
Lebedeva 

Honorary Head, Independent 
Association of Broadcasters

27.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Tatyana 
Popova

Deputy Minister, Ministry of 
Information Policy of Ukraine

27.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Oleksiy 
Melnyk

Director, Foreign Relations 
and International Security 
Programmes

28.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Alya Shandra Managing Editor, Translator, 
and Coordinator at Euromaidan 
Press

28.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Vitalii Moroz Head of New Media 
Department, Internews Ukraine

28.05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Dr. Iaroslav 
Kovalchuk

Head of Internal Policy 
Department,
International Centre for Policy 
Studies

28.05. 2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Anatolii 
Oktysiuk

Political Expert, International 
Centre for Policy Studies

29. 05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Dr. Yevhen 
Fedchenko

Director, Mohyla School of 
Journalism,
The National University of Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy; Co-founder of 
stopfake.org

29. 05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Sergey 
Vysotsky

Deputy of the Verkhovna Rada 
of Ukraine; Member of the 
People’s Front parliamentary 
faction; Deputy Chairman of the 
Department of the Verkhovna 
Rada for freedom of speech and 
information policy 

29. 05.2015 Kyiv V. Sazonov

Oleksandr 
Omelchuk

Former Chief of Staff  of the 
former Governor of Donetsk 
Oblast Serhiy Taruta

25.06.2015 Kyiv I. Kopõtin

Anonymous Offi  cers of the National 
University of Defence of Ukraine 
(Національний університет 
оборони України імені Івана 
Черняховського)

25.06.2015 Kyiv I. Kopõtin
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Interviewee Position Date Place Interviewer

Anonymous Offi  cers at the Ministry of 
Defence of Ukraine

26.06.2015 Kyiv I. Kopõtin

Anonymous Volunteer corpus 26.06.2015 Kyiv I. Kopõtin

Anonymous Head of the 5th Battalion of the 
Right Sector

27.06.2015 ATO I. Kopõtin

Anonymous Advisor, Armed Forces of 
Ukraine

28.06.2015 Dnepro-
petrovsk 
oblast, 
in fi eld 
camp of 
Pokrovskoe

I. Kopõtin

Anonymous Colonel, Armed Forces of 
Ukraine

30.06.2015 Kyiv I. Kopõtin
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LifeNews, 1, 24, 
 , ,  

LifeNews
Inter, Hromadske TV, and Ukraina24

Komsomols-
kaya Pravda v Ukraine Facebook, Twitter, 
Odnoklassniki, Vkontakte (Vk.com), LiveJournal lifejournal.com), 
Liveinternet (li.ru) YouTube, RuTube.

Vesti
  

    

Radio Mayak

KyivStar MTS ( ).
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(such as RT [Russia Today],  , 
 1,  2, , and LifeNews)

 LifeNews 

Inter 
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  Regnum
 TV Zvezda   
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a) The role of rumours and stories in social media
en masse

b) The role of YouTube and other video portals in information operations 
against the Ukrainian Armed Forces

KyivStar

Soldier, go home if you want to live.’  
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‘Welcome to the territory of Donetsk People’s Republic. Your generals are 
cowards and liars. Your commanders have escaped, because they know that 
the war is already lost You are alone and nobody will help you

Your son is a prisoner of 
war Your husband is dead

Your commanders have 
fled The Ukrainian army will flee

GRU  FSB
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YouTube

LifeNews
NTV

FSB
FSB

Ibid.
Ibid.
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1. Narratives of World War II

… in this also lies their [the Russians] weakness because the whole narrative 
is based largely on Stepan Bandera. They do not have anyone like Bandera. 
They can think of someone, but they do not have such a strong candidate as 
Bandera regarding symbolism and from semiotics part.

Ibid.
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2. Narratives of separatists as heroes

3. Narratives of fear and panic as tools

Another strong message is to create panic about mobilisation and other issues 
related to manning the army. The aim of such messages is to undermine 
people’s morale. Not averse to such facts as the abuse of military demon-
stration, bloodied, mutilated corpses aimed to undermine people’s morale 
and affect both the soldiers and their relatives. For example, a parade took 
place in Donetsk where prisoners were humiliated by showing them. It was 
again a strong signal to Ukrainian soldiers to indicate what kind of shame 
is ahead for them. The shots repeatedly caught by camera with Ukrainian 
solders beaten and shot
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Conclusions

Compiled by Vladimir Sazonov
Vladimir Sazonov

KyivStar.
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