
2. CLASHES BETWEEN RUSSIA AND 
UKRAINE: IDEOLOGIES AND POLITICS

2.1. The Ideology of Putin’s Russia and its Historical Roots

Vladimir Sazonov

The Concept of the Russian World

Since coming to power in 1999, Vladimir Putin has purposefully instrumental-
ized Russian imperial nostalgia, national pride, and ethnocentric thinking for 
the legitimization of his authoritarian regime. The repercussions of this strategy 
are becoming a threat to the integrity of the Russian state in the 21st century.

idée fixe
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Russkiy mir 
 Pax Russica .

Russkiy mir
 Russkiy mir

Russkiy mir

The Russian language not only preserves an entire layer of truly global 
achievements, but is also the living space for the many millions of people in 
the Russian-speaking world, a community that goes far beyond Russia itself.  
As the common heritage of many peoples, the Russian language will never 
become the language of hatred or enmity, xenophobia or isolationism. /…/ In 
my view, we need to support the initiative put forward by Russian linguists 
to create a National Russian Language Foundation, the main aim of which 
will be to develop the Russian language at home, support Russian language 
study programmes abroad, and to generally promote Russian language and 
literature around the world.

President

Ibid
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The desire to build the state philosophy on the past, namely the glory of the 
Kyivan Rus, resulted in the elaboration of the concept ‘Russkiy Mir’ (the 
Russian world). ‘Russkiy Mir’ means an international commonwealth based 
on affiliation with Russia, the Russian language, and Russian culture. The 
advocates of the concept believe that it has a right to be treated as a separate 
civilization space, which includes more than 300 million people. ‘Russkiy 
Mir’ was first used in public discourse in 2006 by Vladimir Putin, and ever 
since it has been gradually adopted as a Russian soft power tool in relations 
with its neighbours.
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the enemy of the people
 banderivtsi,

Nationalver-
räter

 , , 

  
Autocracy, orthodoxy, and nationality!
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Pax 
Russica

ortodoxia 

Pax Russica
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Chornaya sotnya, chernosotentsy

Soyuz russkogo 
naroda’ ‘Soyuz russkikh lyudey’ 

‘Russkaya monarkhicheskaya partiya’ 
 ‘Belyi dvuglavyi oryol’ 

Autocracy, 
orthodoxy, and nationality!
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Racially motivated hate crimes are frequently presented as outcomes of mere 
‘youth hooliganism’ while the manifestly neo-Nazi skinhead mass movement 
has, until recently, often been dismissed as a marginal phenomenon. In fact, 
the overwhelmingly ultra-nationalist Russian skinhead movement has been 
estimated to have between 20 and 70 thousand members – depending on the 
definition of such membership. This would seem to make the Russian skinheads 
the largest informal, openly neo-Neo-Nazi youth movement in the world

For several days now, Russia has been haunted by nationalistic demonstra-
tions, violent ethnic brawls, and the resulting mass arrests. A series of inter-
related events was triggered by the death of a Russian soccer fan in a scuffle 
between an ethnic Russian and a north Caucasian youth in Moscow, on 6 
December 2010. International media has focused on the following violent 
clash between neo-Nazi demonstrators on the one side and Russian policemen 
on the other, in Manezh Square in the Moscow city centre, on 11 December 
2010, as well as on subsequent clashes in the Russian capital. Prior to this 
confrontation there were several other, less spectacular, but impressively 
massive public gatherings of Russian nationalist youth in Moscow, as well as 
more in other cities including Rostov-on-the-Don and St. Petersburg.

    
 

Ibid.
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Picture 1. ‘For Fatherland, For Putin!’44

For the Fatherland, for Stalin!
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The Idea of Moscow as the Third Rome 
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Pax Romana

Conclusion

(Pax 
Russica)
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Picture 2. The text on poster reads: “Merry Christmas! Jesus Christ is with us! Ideas of 
Communism, spiritual freedom, equality, brotherhood lived already among followers of Christ. 
Whoever is against Communism, is against Christ and against peace on Earth.”48 
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2.2. A Military-Historical Retrospective of 

the Identity of the Ukrainian Armed Forces

Igor Kopõtin
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korenizaciya

korenizaciya
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2.3. A Comparative Analysis of the Development 

of Security Narratives in Ukraine and Russia

Holger Mölder

Introduction

Narratives are the stories 
we tell ourselves and others about the world in which we live

Examinations of political discourse show that it relies exten-
sively on narrative patterns. This is partly the result of the human tendency to 
rely on narrative as a way of understanding the world and endowing it with 
meaning

Ibid.
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The Russian narrative
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Moscow thus considers 
Russia to have a right to sit among other leading powers and have its inter-
ests and views considered, even when they differ from those of the West

Ibid.

Ibid
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The Ukrainian narrative
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...Time and again – at least 17 times since February – we have gathered here 
to discuss the situation in Ukraine. And time and again, we’ve had to dedicate 
significant amounts of time to reviewing the efforts of Russia to destabilize its 
neighbor and to refuting the bald misinformation and outright fiction about 
what is happening on the ground in Ukraine. /.../ Russian rhetoric has been 
inaccurate, inflammatory, and self-justifying. On June 17, just last week, 
Foreign Minister Lavrov accused Ukrainian military authorities of carrying 
out ‘ethnic cleansing’. Days earlier a leader in the Duma accused Ukraine of 
committing ‘mass genocide’.



412. CLASHES BETWEEN RUSSIA AND UKRAINE: IDEOLOGIES AND POLITICS

Conclusion
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2.4. Ukraine in Russia’s Sphere of Interests

Vladimir Sazonov, Holger Mölder, Kristiina Müür

to 
become a powerful imperial state, spanning Europe and Asia

 

Ibid.
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Pax Russica
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2.5. The Legal Narrative: Russia’s Claims that 

Its Actions Are Lawful and Legitimate

René Värk

Ibid
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48 RENÉ VÄRK

2.6. The Budapest Memorandum (1994)

René Värk
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a new state with which we have signed no binding agreements

obligation to refrain from the threat or use of 
force

2.7. Tools of Propaganda War in the Russian-Ukrainian Conflict

Viljar Veebel

Introduction
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The components of propaganda war
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Psychological war in practice: aims and tools 

Even a child knows that Putin is insane The 
Soviet Union  liberated Europe from the Nazi terror

Ibid.
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Outcomes of propaganda war

You’re either with us or against us!

Don’t 
be influenced by false information
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Conclusions
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