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impor-
tant space on the Eurasian chessboard

to become a powerful imperial state, spanning Europe and 
Asia”.
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Russia’s strategic interest in controlling Ukrainian political affairs reflects 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s belief in the need to maintain a buffer 
between NATO, the European Union, and Russia. The collapse of former 
President Viktor Yanukovych’s pro-Russian regime in February 2014 forced 
Putin to re-evaluate his strategy for controlling Ukraine, particularly as it 
became clear that Ukraine’s new government was likely to be pro-Western 
and eager to join the EU and even NATO. Unable to rely on a proxy govern-
ment any longer, Putin replaced his policy of economic coercion with one 
incorporating military coercion through successive operations

Yanukovych sought to balance growing popularity for closer relations with 
the EU on the one hand with the very real pressure he felt from Moscow and 
his ethnic Russian constituency on the other hand. He sought to  negotiate a 
more advantageous natural gas deal with Russia, and to that end he signed 
an agreement extending Russia’s lease of Ukraine’s Black Sea port facilities, 
including Sevastopol, in 2010. The deal split the nation’s political  spectrum 
into two camps – one championing closer ties to Moscow and the other 
 touting nationalism and independence from Russian domination
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Although the concept of hybrid warfare was not new, the way Russia imple-
mented it was indeed a novelty

All in all, the term ‘hybrid warfare’ 
in Nemeth’s work basically signified a society-specific way of warfare, which combined irre-
gulaar and regular tactics with modern information measures ibid.,

“one of Putin’s closest advisors, Vladislav Surkov under the pseudonym of Nathan 
Dubovitsky , coined the term ‘Non-Linear Warfare’ in an article describing what would be the 
Fifth World War, the one where all fight against all. The idea is that traditional geo-political 
paradigms no longer hold”  
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As a component of hybrid war, information war is especially alarming 
because its influence is spreading, and it is having more of a global impact 
as an increasing number of countries are finding traces of Russian active 
measures occurring in their territory

élite,

information warfare opens 
a wide array of asymmetric possibilities for decreasing the fighting poten-
tial of the enemy .

Modern war, Gerasimov argued, focuses on intelligence and domination of 
the information space. Information technologies have reduced the “spatial, 
temporal, and information gap between army and government.” Objectives 
are achieved in a remote contact less war; strategic, operational, and tactical 
levels, as well as offensive and defensive actions, have become less distin-
guishable. Asymmetric action against enemy forces is more commonplace
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The policy differences between Moscow and NATO have long been known 
and explicitly contained in Russia’s public security documents. However, 
since the onset of the Ukraine crisis, analysts and Western governments have 
largely sought to understand Russia’s political-military leadership and its 
motives, as well as how Russia conducts war, through their own historical, 
cultural, psychological and institutional prism, and thus essentially mirror 
imaged an interpretation of Moscow’s actions. It may well mark a modern 
example of blue assessing red, and seeing a reflection of blue. Perhaps the 
most  dangerous aspect of the current chasm that divides Russia and NATO is 
the mythical interpretation that Moscow has devised a lethal and new hybrid 
warfare doctrine. If this is, in fact, in error, then NATO and its governments 
eventually will have to correct it

In general, this draft document is rife with doctrinal contradictions. For 
example, it recognizes that “information technologies have a global cross-
border nature.” But at the same time, the main task of the Doctrine is 

 
et al



33WHY DID RUSSIA ATTACK UKRAINE?

 formulated as follows: “to ensure the sovereignty of the Russian Federation 
in the infor mation space” – in other words, this is an attempt to set state 
boundaries within the cross-border information space. The goal of this docu-
ment is explicitly defined in military terms: to ensure “the stable and smooth 
functioning of the national information infrastructure […] in peacetime, 
 during the direct threat of aggression, and in wartime
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