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1. The importance of formulaic language in vocabulary learning

1.1. The development of vocabulary acquisition skills

.

.
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1.2. Defining formulaic language

For inspection port arms!
Can I help you?

to rain heavily
ups and downs

to go out with someone

The weather 
is nice, isn’t it? I would like to…

Ibid.
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stay in for the evening, Nice to meet you!, 
make mistakes, etc.

1.3. Benefits of formulaic language

How 
are you? Where are you from?
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to miss a 
bus, to get on a bus22 I’m not really 
 bothered about…; It’s got great memories for me23

Ibid
Ibid

Ibid

Ibid
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1.4. The requirements for communicative and 
lexical competence at B1 level

How do you do?
to kick the bucket Please may I have… to 

put up with to make a mistake

Ibid
Ibid
Ibid
Ibid
Ibid
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New Total English Pre-intermediate



43THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ACQUISITION OF FORMULAIC LANGUAGE

2. Analysis of the B1 learners’ use of formulaic sequences

to look after somebody
I looked at the picture
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She got … her illness She got 
over her illness.

to get over something

We went over the street

He graduated the college* He graduated from the college; He was 
promoted major* He was promoted to major

Follow the signs for …; Turn left into … Street
 How about…? How about  nding 

somewhere to eat? What are you going to have for… – What are you going 
to have for your dessert?

I didn’t have 
to think much I just had to use the expressions on the handout
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3. Suggestions for the improvement of 

the acquisition of formulaic sequences

.
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Conclusion
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