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When did the Russian information war against Ukraine begin?

NTV

et al

et al
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banderovitsi

Einsatztruppen

Banderivtsi

  



56 VLADIMIR SAZONOV, KRISTIINA MÜÜR AND IGOR KOPÕTIN

Komsomolskaya Pravda Moral condition of 
the Ukrainian army makes us worry more and more. But the moral condition 
of the authorities of the army brings laughter through tears

Komsomolskaya Pravda



57METHODS AND TOOLS OF RUSSIAN INFORMATION OPERATIONS  

Maidanjugend 
Hitlerjugend

Russian information aggression in Crimea

Everything in Crimea speaks of our shared history and pride. This is the loca-
tion of ancient Khersones, where Prince Vladimir was baptised. His  spiritual 
feat of adopting Orthodoxy determined the overall basis of the culture, 



58 VLADIMIR SAZONOV, KRISTIINA MÜÜR AND IGOR KOPÕTIN

 civilisation and human values that unite the peoples of Russia, Ukraine and 
Belarus. The graves of Russian soldiers whose bravery brought Crimea into 
the Russian empire are also in Crimea. There is also Sevastopol – a  legendary 
city with an outstanding history, a fortress that serves as the birthplace of 
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet

/…/ all the non-governmental organizations, which were already based in 
Sevastopol, all of Sevastopol’s mass media, which were pro-Russian oriented, 
they were working in the Black Sea Fleet area. It was no secret that there 
were huge networks of resident spies cooperating with Russia and openly 
 supporting the pro-Russian forces. All of these networks were  working 
together. The Church also played a large role – I mean the Moscow  Patriarchy 
of the Russian Orthodox Church

the Crimean operation has served 
as an occasion for Russia to demonstrate to the entire world the capabilities 
and the potential of information warfare.

The information front was supported by diplomats, politicians, political 
 analysts, experts, and representatives of the academic and cultural elites. This 
front, however, was many years in the making. At the time of the  Ukrainian 
crisis (the Euromaidan), it was combined with ideological, political and 
socio-cultural sabotage, provocation and diplomatic activity. In short, multi-
directional and complex measures were taken. Following the military occupa-
tion and incorporation of Crimea into Russia, the disinformation mechanisms 
were aimed at lending credibility to Moscow’s intentions and concealing the 
gaps in the argumentation for the military moves and annexation of Crimea 
itself

Ibid
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KyivStar,

Russian information aggression in the Donbas area

RT
Russia Today Pervyy Kanal, Rossiya 1, Rossiya 2, NTV, LifeNews
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LifeNews

LifeNews

Novosti Donetskoy Narodnoy Respubliki
Lugansk24 Tsentralnoe informatsionnoe agentstvo Novorossii 

Youtube

Ibid.
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There is a first line of defence with the armed forces, and then there is a 
second line of defence with the National Guard. This is approximately 50 km 
from front line. Now all this territory is covered by the broadcasts of sepa-
ratist radio and TV channels of Donetsk. There simply is not a compara-
ble volume of Ukrainian TV channels. Our armed forces are under the total 
 influence of hostile propaganda

FSB

RT 

Inter, channel 17, channel 112 
 Ukraina24

 

Vesti, 

Vesti

Before they were putting out high quality Russian propaganda; nothing 
about execution squads ( ); nothing about fascists /…/ Objective 
 journalism with high standards, but still showing that the government (of 
Ukraine) is a bunch of idiots

Ibid.



62 VLADIMIR SAZONOV, KRISTIINA MÜÜR AND IGOR KOPÕTIN

Facebook, Twitter, Odnoklassniki VKontakte

Ibid.

Ibid.
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KyivStar
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FSB

Ibid.
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-

Ibid.
Ibid.
Ibid.
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Hromadske TV

Youtube


